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To all the Emmaus International member organisations 

Copy to Board members, Executive Committee members and the regional secretariats 

 

Montreuil, 24 August 2021 

 

 

Subject: Invitation to the 2021 Ordinary General Assembly and Extraordinary General 

Assembly of Emmaus International  
 

Dear friends,  

 

As Chair of Emmaus International, I am delighted to officially invite you to our two general assemblies, 

which will exceptionally be held remotely via a digital platform. 

• The Ordinary General Assembly, from 30 November to 2 December 2021; 

• The Extraordinary General Assembly on 1 December 2021. 
 

The Ordinary General Assembly, initially scheduled to be held in 2020, had to be postponed to 2021 

due to the Covid-19 pandemic. We had hoped to hold it face-to-face yet given the ongoing health 

situation, it is not currently possible to organise an international event of this nature. As a result, the 

Board decided to organise it in two parts. The first part will be held remotely using a digital platform, 

which is why you are receiving this invitation. The second part will be held face-to-face during the first 

half of 2022. 

 

With the slogan “Together, more than ever, let’s fight to change the world!”, this World 

Assembly follows a long group consultation process, which began in 2019 with the preparatory work, 

followed by the small group debates held in 2021. 
 

Please find attached to this letter the agenda for the virtual World Assembly. During this digital 

event, we will focus particularly on matters that are essential for the democratic life and governance 

of our organisation and proceed to make technical adjustments to our statutes. The second part of 

the 2022 World Assembly will mainly focus on drawing up and approving our guidelines for the next 

four years.  
 

Between both events, an interactive programme will be set up to keep our reflections and discussions 

going. Please note: to ensure the continuity of the debates at both parts of this event, the official 

representatives of your group are requested to attend both the virtual event in 2021 and the face-

to-face event in 2022. 

 

In line with our statutes, please remember that any proposed additions to the agenda must be 

submitted at least eight weeks before the first day of the General Assembly (Article 25 of the statutes), 

that is, by 5 October 2021 at the latest.  
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Furthermore, for groups who cannot take part in this remote, virtual General Assembly, I would like 

to remind you that voting proxies must be sent in their original or digital format1 to the head office of 

Emmaus International by 26 November 2021. 

By way of a reminder, all the groups can take part in the General Assembly, but only full members 

have voting rights. To be able to vote, all member groups must be up to date with their subscription 

payments. Exceptions are possible and must be sent to the Emmaus International Treasurer 

(tresorier@emmaus-international.org) by 15 October 2021 at the latest. 
 

Registrations for the virtual General Assembly will take place online, by completing a form which can 

be found here: assembleemondiale.emmaus-international.org 
 

To register or register other people, you must have the following information to hand: 

• Last name and first name 

• Individual email addresses (general email addresses that are used by several individuals will 

not be accepted) 

• For the person with voting rights: an official statement signed by the president (see template 

attached) and scanned (PDF, JPEG (photo) or PNG format). 

 

 

During the Extraordinary General Assembly which you are hereby invited to, we will have the 

possibility of adopting a number of amendments to the statutes aimed at defining the conditions for 

holding a General Assembly electronically or digitally. This option is not explicitly provided for in our 

current statutes, but it is also not explicitly prohibited. Given the exceptional nature of the global 

health situation, and since it is not possible to prolong the essential democratic requirements any 

longer, such as the renewal of elected members’ terms of office, the Board has decided to convene 

this virtual General Assembly before putting these statutory changes to the vote.  

 

A special resolution aimed at approving this exceptional measure will be submitted to you at the start 

of the General Assembly. If you would like to discuss this matter in advance, please write to our Chief 

Executive, Nathalie Péré-Marzano, who will pass on your comments to the Board.  

We are counting on your participation at this essential meeting for Emmaus International. 

With warmest regards, 

 

 
1 provided that the person concerned can be duly identified and that this proxy is prepared, 

communicated and retained in such a way as to guarantee its integrity. 
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Patrick Atohoun 
Chair of Emmaus International 

 

 

 
“Article 20 - Voting rights  
Each member organisation may vote and has one vote at the General Assembly on condition that it is 
up to date with its obligations under the statutes and in particular the payment of its subscriptions, at 
least since the last two General Assemblies, unless an exception is granted by the Board upon justified 
request. 
  

Rule 44 - Any dispensation request by a Member Organisation for non-payment of 
subscriptions since the last two General Assemblies must be justified by the following 
information: 

• annual financial statements for each year for which subscription fees are owed; 

• detailed explanations for non-payment. 
 
Rule 45 - Each Member Organisation votes through the intermediary of its president or of 
any other natural person who is a member of that Member Organisation and to whom the 
president has given written power to that end.” 
 

“Article 21 - Proxies 
A Member Organisation may give another Member Organisation a proxy to represent and vote on its 
behalf. 
The Member Organisation may receive a maximum of two proxies which must be submitted to the 
Chair of Emmaus International at the latest at the start of the General Assembly. 

  
Rule no. 46 - Proxies granted according to Article 21 of the statutes shall be either established 
in the name of the proxy Member Organisation or be left blank. All proxies shall be sent to the 
headquarters of Emmaus International. Blank proxies shall be distributed by the Chair of 
Emmaus International.” 


